of the 1985 Citizenship Act as an act of treason, terrorism, and/ or subversion.
People's Stories
The SAARC jurists divided themselves into two groups in order to collect evidence on the atrocities committed by the security forces. People flocked to the jurists to have their stories heard. The jurists believed that the cases of human rights exploitation were so numerous (and sometimes untraceable) that people's spoken narratives must be recorded as proof of the inhumanity that they faced. These were documented in the "Voices of Pain" segment of the report (SAARC, 1992) from which we quote here:
My father was born in Bhutan and he was around 63 years of age. Every day the office bearers would come and threaten me to leave the village. They not only intimidated me, the Bhutanese Army one day suddenly came and burnt all 27 houses belonging to the village. They accused me of being a Nepali citizen and the Bhutanese Army asked us to hand over our girls and wives to serve them. Not only one, they demanded that 15-20 ladies be handed over to serve. So within these circumstances we left our village. Our relatives are still there and we have our registered land there. (Mr. X, p. 9) About 60 people including me were kept in three rooms. There was no separate toilet. We were severely tortured. We were forced to confess. Three persons died because of severe torture. They were kept in Room No. 2. I was also there. I saw their panic death by torture. Two of them were students. Their dead bodies were not removed for 11 days. (Mr. F, p. 111) I was born in Bhutan. My father and mother were both born in Bhutan. In August 1991 evening, suddenly six policemen came to our house. They pointed their guns at us and one policeman ordered my father to hand me over to them. My mother protested. In the meantime, they beat my mother and father. One policeman was drunk. There was also one bottle of local wine in
